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Sonship Checkpoints:

And the Issue of Us Intelligently
Presenting Ourselves to Our Father

“sons of God” that we are in this present dis-

pensation of God's grace, and as we are pro-
gressively “led by the Spirit of God” through the full scope
of the curriculum for our sonship edification, we are regu-
larly brought to anumber of prescribed way-points, or des-
ignated checkpoints along theway. These are specific points
within the progress of our edification at which the ‘ mea-
sure of our godly edifying’ istaken, so to speak, and in a
sense an assessment is then made of our fitness and readi-
ness to go on. Since we are involved in edification — i.e.
“godly edifying which isin faith” — it isonly natural that
we should encounter such checkpoints.

T hroughout the entire course of our lives as the

Moreover we should not only expect such checkpoints,
we should even desire them. For our sonship edificationis
both abuilding project and aprocess, just asthe word * edi-
fication’ denotes. And as with any building project thereis
not only ablueprint that defines and describes the building
that is being built, but thereis also a construction plan that
defines and describes the process by which the building is
to be erected. Not only this, but the construction plan is
broken down into al of the various stages of construction
that are necessary in order for the building to be constructed
properly. Moreover within the construction plan, (and in
direct connection with the prescribed stages of the construc-
tion process), there are a number of scheduled points, or
times, at which the building isinspected. It isinspected not
only by the builder himself, but also by a qualified inspec-
tor, to ensure that the building is being constructed prop-
erly and to ensure that the next stage of construction can go
ahead as planned.

Now thesetimes at which the building inspector comes
by aretimes at which he checks up on how the ‘ edification
of the edifice’ is progressing, so to speak. Hence they are
prescribed ‘ checkpoints' that are encountered along theway
asthebuilding project takes shape. At each of these points,
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the inspector specifically evaluates the work that has been
done so far at any particular stage in the construction pro-
cess, and he determines whether or not that work has been
done properly. If so, then the next stage in construction can
proceed on as planned. But if not, then wherever he finds
fault the appropriate steps must be taken to correct thefaults
before the building process will be ableto proceed on suc-
cessfully. For in an edification project each stage in the
process is interconnected, making them dependent upon
each other. Hence the success of each stage in the process
is dependent upon the success of the previous one.

For thisreason points of inspection are not only needed
and incorporated into the project, but they should also be
desired. For they ensure all parties, including the builder,
that the building is being built in a sound and lawful man-
ner, and that when it isfully built it will be ableto fulfill its
purpose.

Prescribed ‘ checkpoints,” therefore, are anatural part
of any edification project and process; whether it beaphysi-
cal or material one, or aspiritual or educational one.

Whereforewe should not think it strangeto find asimi-
lar thing in the *overall construction plan’ for our sonship
edification. For in designing and composing the curricu-
lum for it, our Father has actually ‘drawn up a blueprint,’
so to speak, for the building that we are to build, and He
hasgivenit to us so that we can build the building properly.
And in connection with doing this He has also incorpo-
rated into the blueprint/curriculum all of the various points
of inspection, or checkpoints, that are necessary for us to
encounter, (aswell asto pass), in order to providefor usto
be able to succeed with our sonship edification and to ob-
tain the full benefits from it.
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For the past severa issues of the
Quarterly most of the articles have
focused upon the glory of our
sonship status in this present
dispensation. In particular they
have looked &t the effectua
working of what we are taught in
Romans 8:14-39, where God our
Father not only teaches us about
“the adoption of sons,” but aso
provides for our sonship establish-
ment so that we are ready to
receive the sonship education that
He has for us, and thereby properly
live asHis“sons’ in thisworld.

Now it is not an over-statement to
say that our sonship status, and
living the sonship life, isan
absolutely wonderful thing.
However it is also serious
business, as well as chdlenging.
For our sonship education is not
‘spiritual fluff,’ nor isthe work of
recaving it ‘mere child' s play.
What's moreit is designed by God
to make full use of our minds, and
to do so in perfect accordance with
how He designed for them to
function in the firgt place.

Hence it not only makes sense that
we would need to be fully
prepared for our sonship educa
tion. But it also makes sense that
our Father would ‘put usto the
test,’ S0 to speak, to make sure that
we are fully prepared before
beginning it.

Wherefore having already looked
a issuesin Romans 8:14-39 that
are for our sonship establishment,
itisonly fitting that in thisarticle
we look at our Father'stest for
determining whether or not we are

ready to go on.

e
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Wherefore sonship checkpoints are ex-
actly what we do find strategically placed
throughout the curriculum for our sonship
edification. And God, being our Father, has
clearly purposed that we encounter these
points of assessment. For they are integral
components to our edification. And being
such, it isnot only important for usto under-
stand and appreciate them, but also to clearly
recognize them. However it iseven moreim-
portant that we give heed to them. That we
honestly deal with them. That we let them ef-
fectually do their evaluating work, and then
be wise “sons” who respond to their assess-
ment positively and properly. For our “godly
edifyingwhichisinfaith” dependsupon this.

An Example

The apostle Paul fully understood and
fully appreciated these God-designed ‘ check-
points.” And so as he conducted his ministry,
he did not overlook them at all. Nor did he
endeavor to circumvent them in any way, or
minimize them. Instead he did the exact op-
posite. He not only gave proper heed to them,
knowing their importance and their essential
function in our sonship edification; but hea so
enforced them, knowing that the success of
godly edifying depended upon them.

Now in | Corinthians we have an easy-
to-recognize exampl e of one of these sonship
‘checkpoints’ and its importance. For Paul
makes specific referenceto it as he describes
how it is that he dealt with the Corinthian
saints both when he was with them, and also
when he wrote to them regarding the state of
their edification. And by taking a brief look
at it, we can make surethat we have at least a
basic understanding and appreciation for the
roleof theseimportant elementsin our sonship
edification.

1 And |, brethren, could not speak unto

you as unto spiritual, but as unto car-

nal, even as unto babes in Christ.

2] have fed you with milk, and not with

meat: for hitherto ye were not able to

bear it, neither yet now are ye able.

3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas

there is among you envying, and

strife, and divisions, are ye not car-

nal, and walk as men?

4 For while one saith, | am of Paul;

and another, | am of Apollos; are ye

not carnal? (I Corinthians 3:1-4)

As Paul said to these saints, he ‘could
not speak unto them as unto spiritual.” And
he says this to them not as a compliment by
any means, but as areproof. For the truth of
the matter isthat he should have been ableto
‘speak unto them as unto spiritual,’” if they
had fully responded positively and properly
to“thetestimony of Christ” that he had taught
them and had confirmed to them when he
was with them. However they did not fully
respond as they should. And for this reason
they did not receive all of the benefits from
it that they needed to receive, and because
of this Paul limited his ministry to them.

Now Paul did not limit hisministry sim-
ply because he just thought it best to do so,
but because he knew that he had to do so.
Faithfulnessto the curriculum for our sonship
edification demanded that he do so.

As Paul says, he ‘could not speak unto
these saints as unto spiritual’ because they
werenot “spiritual.” Instead, they were* car-
nal.” And as he goes on to say, being “car-
nal” these saints “were not able to bear” the
“meat” doctrines that are fit for saints who
are “spiritual.” Rather they could only deal
with the more basic and fundamental and
easy-to-digest “milk” doctrines. (And even
at that they were still having some problems
with those.) So as Paul says, they were not
able to bear the more advanced “meat” doc-
trines when he was with them, and they still
were not ableto bear them at thetime hewas
writing to them. For they were still “carnal,”
just as he says and proves to be the case.

Wherefore Paul did not givethesesaints
any of the" meat” doctrineswhen hewaswith
them. Moreover he had no intention at this
time of giving them any of those doctrinesin
this epistle to them. For they were not ready
for them. And it was not going to do them
one bit of good to try to teach them any of
those doctrines.

Now as was just said, the reason Paul
limited his ministry to these saints was be-
cause he had to. He knew that the curricu-
lum for our sonship edification demanded
this. For the truth of the matter is that these
saints had come to one of the early ‘check-
points' in their godly edifying, and when it
evaluated them, they were found wanting.
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They failed to ‘ clear the checkpoint,’
so to speak. They did not possess the
necessary credentials, (or the prereg-
uisite knowledge and understanding
and comprehension), to go on. And
Paul knew it.

For as Paul had said earlier onin
chapter 2, though he had wisdom to
speak, he only spoke it “among them
that areperfect.” Andthat’ sthe* check-
point’ these saints could not yet clear.
They were not “ perfect” yet.

In order to be “perfect” these
saints needed to have al of the estab-
lishment doctrines of “the testimony
of Christ” that Paul had taught them
effectually working within them. And
by their effectual working withinthem
they needed to be brought to the status
of being “spiritual,” asPaul goesonto
describe in the balance of chapter 2.
For only by being “spiritual” saints
would they be able to deal with the
specific kind of “wisdom” that Paul
had for them in the next portion of the
curriculum for our sonship edification.

Now, once again, meeting this
criterion of being “perfect” was not
something that Paul himself just made
up, or imposed. Rather it is something
that God our Father established. And
He imposes it and enforces it in our
edification, just as Paul goeson to de-
clare as he describesthe Holy Ghost's
teaching ministry within usaswe deal
with our sonship curriculum.

Therefore the sonship checkpoint
that determines whether a saint is
“gpiritual,” or is “yet carnal,” is the
particular checkpoint that these saints
in Corinth failed to clear. And so since
these saints were not “spiritual,” and
were not ‘judging all things,” (asones
who are “spiritual” would naturally
do), Paul did not, and he would not,
‘speak unto them as unto spiritual.’
Therefore they could not, and they
would not, be able to proceed on in
their sonship edification until they
were no longer “carnal.” Hence the
reason for all of Paul’s reproofs, cor-
rections, and instructionsin righteous-

ness, throughout the whole of |
Corinthians.

Now this has been only asimple
consideration, and quick example, of
asonship checkpoint. What' smorethis
particular ‘checkpoint’ is just one of
the many that there are throughout the
full course of our sonship edification.
Nevertheless it serves as an example
of the very important and essential el-
ementsthat they arewithin the curricu-
lum for our edification, of their pur-
pose, and of their particular effectual
working within uswhen we encounter
them.

For thisreason it bears repeating
that when we encounter them we need
to give heed to them, and respond posi-
tively and properly to them; evenif, as
with the Corinthians, they reprove us,
and they tell us that we cannot truly
go on until weremedy some problems
or address some shortcomings.

The Most Important of Our
Sonship Checkpoints

Though all of our sonship check-
pointsareimportant and vital to us, the
onesthat occur at the beginning of our
edification, and during its opening
stages, are by nature the most impor-
tant and vital of all. For they are the
ones in which God our Father is con-
cerned with making sure that our edi-
fication gets going properly, and that
it is also able to keep going properly.
Especially during that most vulnerable
timein our sonship liveswhen we are
most likely to find ourselves either in-
adequately prepared for the work of
edification, or else easily subject to
being waylaid by the various forms of
opposition that there are to our godly
edifying.

Whereforewhen it comesto look-
ing at any of these points of sonship
assessment, the early ones should be
looked at first. And of the early ones,
the oneto look at first and foremost is
the one that checks to make sure that
we are genuinely ready to get our
sonship edification underway in ear-
nest, after we have received our

sonship establishment. And that par-
ticular checkpoint is what we have in
Romans 12:1-2, where Paul beseeches
us as “sons’ to present ourselves to
God our Father in a very particular
way.

Romans 12:1-2

1| beseech you therefore,

brethren, by the mercies of

God, that ye present your bod-

ies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-

ceptable unto God, which is

your reasonable service.

2 And be not conformed to this

world: but be ye transformed

by the renewing of your mind,

that ye may prove what is that

good, and acceptable, and

perfect, will of God. (Romans

12:1-2)

This is the first mgjor ‘ beseech-
ing’ that Paul givesto us as the saints
that we are; asthe “sons of God” that
we are; as the “new creature,” the
church the body of Christ that we are;
in this present dispensation of God's
grace. And though this is readily ac-
knowledged, and its general exhorta-
tivetoneisunderstood, oftentimeswe
fail to understand and appreciate that
thisis specifically a sonship beseech-
ing. It is beseeching that isin perfect
accordance with exactly what afather
naturally looksfor from his“son,” de-
sires from his “son,” and also needs
his“son” to do, so that both heand his
“son” are ensured of being ‘on the
same page’ before actually beginning
the son’s edification.

And indeed this is the nature of
this‘ beseeching.’ For it doesnot stand
alone, nor does it appear out of no-
where. Rather it occurswithin the con-
text of our establishment as God's
saintsand asHis“sons.” Anditisspe-
cifically givento usimmediately after
we have received all that God has
deemed necessary to establish usin our
sonship status, and which has been
designed by Him to enable usto begin
living our sonship lives with Him.

Wherefore this ‘beseeching’ in
Romans 12:1-2 isaparticular kind of
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‘beseeching.’ It is one that serves as
one of our sonship checkpoints. In-
deed, itisoneof our very first sonship
checkpoints.

Now before we look at it any
closer, we need to make sure that we
understand itsnature alittle better. And
we will do this by noting the fact that
what it * beseeches' ustodoisthevery
thing that a father wants his “son” to
do, having established him in his
sonship.

A Son'’s Intelligent Presenting
of Himself to His Father

Thereareanumber of fundamen-
tal expectationsthat afather has after
hehas'‘adopted’ hischildinto sonship,
and after he hastaught his*son” what
his sonship statusisall about. For asa
father teacheshis* son” about sonship;
and as he establisheshim in the knowl-
edge of itsglory and grandeur; and as
he tells his son about its prospects,
goals, and ultimate objective; the son
is given to realize that he has entered
into the most fascinating and meaning-
ful and important time of hislife. For
everything that the father has been
looking forward to since the moment
hischild cameinto theworld hasbeen
geared to thistime— to thetimewhen
he would give his child “the adoption
of sons,” and his sonship life would
get underway.

Wherefore the father naturally
expectsthat once his*son” isgivento
realize these things, and understands
them, that he will respond in an ap-
propriateway. That hewill respond by
“crying, Abba, Father,” and will have
all of the appropriate desire, enthusi-
asm, and ambition for living his
sonship life; and that these things in
his “son” will correspond to his own
great desire, enthusiasm, and ambition
for taking his “son” through his
sonship education, and for living with
his “son” from now on in that most
cherished and gloriousrelationship of
‘father and son.’

Accordingly asthe father estab-
lishes his“son” in his sonship status,

he fully prepares him for his sonship
life. He teaches his “son” all of the
thingsthat are specifically designed to
effectually generate within him each of
the essential sonship virtues that need
to be in place before his sonship edifi-
cation should actually get underway.

For example, the father provides
his “son” with all the fundamental
knowledge that he needsto have so that
he has the proper viewpoint and per-
spectiveon hislifefrom now on. Like-
wise the father makes sure that his
“son” understands and appreciatesthe
nature of the new intimacy of fellow-
ship that has now been established be-
tween the two of them, and the unprec-
edented featuresthat are now available
to them both, and how the“son” isex-

... the son is given
to realize that he
has entered into

the most fascinat-

ing and meaningful
and important time
of his life.

pected to take advantage of them and
use them to their fullest degree.

Furthermorethefather makessure
that his* son” hasthefull fundamental
measure of confidence and conviction
that he needsto havein the power, and
in the effectual working, of the educa-
tion that he is going to be receiving.
For the father wants his “son” to be
fully persuaded that he has thought of
everything, so to speak, when it comes
to providing for him to be asuccessful
“son.” And being so persuaded, his
“son” can then confidently and opti-
mistically enter into his sonship edu-
cation, having no qualms whatsoever.

All of these things, and more, a
father does as he establishes his “son’
in hissonship status, and as he prepares
his*son” for entering into his sonship
education.

Wherefore oncethesethingshave
been accomplished, a father naturally
expects that his “son” will respond
accordingly, and will show himself to
be ready, willing, and able to get un-
derway with his sonship education.

Now it isin connection with his
son’s ‘readiness’ that the father looks
for his“son” to beableto intelligently
present himself to him as one who
knows that he is truly ready to begin
his education. For having fully pre-
pared his*“son” for his sonship educa-
tion, the father has brought his “son”
to one of hisfirst sonship checkpoints.
Specifically he has brought his *son”
to the particular sonship checkpoint
that will determine whether his “son”
istruly ready to get his sonship educa-
tion underway or not.

If the “son” has indeed |learned
what his father has taught him about
his sonship status and what it means;
and if he has realized the grandeur of
ital; andif he hasresponded positively
to it so that he loves his sonship, and
this has effectually produced within
himacorresponding enthusiasmfor his
sonship education, and the commit-
ment to get it; and if he hasunderstood
what his father has taught him about
the power that thereisin what he will
be learning; and most importantly, if
he has an appropriate measure of con-
fidence and conviction from what his
father hastaught him so that he knows
that if hewill fully rely upon what he
will betaught that he can succeed with
his education, and that he can meet its
goals and fulfill its objective; then he
will present himself to his father as
such. He will present himself to his
father — yea, even dedicate and offer
himself to his father — as an intelli-
gent “son,” who understands what his
sonship is all about, and who now
wants nothing less than to get his
sonship education underway.

This is what a father naturally
expects from his “son” after having
sufficiently established him as his
“son.” And thisis what God our Fa-
ther naturally expects from us as His
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“sons,” after He has done the same
with us.

Intelligently Presenting
Ourselves to Our Father

By thetimewedoctrinally arrive
at Romans 12, God our Father haspro-
vided for establishing usin our sonship
status. He has thoroughly prepared us
to get our sonship edification under-
way through the effectual working of
all that He hastaught usin Romans 1—
11.

But now as Paul beseeches usto
present ourselves to God as ones who
are ready to get our sonship edifica-
tion going, our Father has also de-
signed thisto serve asasonship check-
point for us. For by the very way in
which God has Paul “beseech” us, He
clearly holds us accountable for mak-
ing surethat we are genuinely ready to
go on. For we arenot simply beseeched
to present ourselves, but we are be-
seeched to present ourselvesin a par-
ticular way — in away that manifests
that we are ready to go on because it
requiresusto intelligently present our-
selvesto God. And it isonly when we
can intelligently present ourselves as
described, that we are truly ready to
go on.

The Checkpoint

1| beseech you therefore,

brethren, by the mercies of

God, that ye present your bod-

ies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-

ceptable unto God, which is

your reasonable service.

2 And be not conformed to this

world: but be ye transformed

by the renewing of your mind,

that ye may prove what is that

good, and acceptable, and

perfect, will of God. (Romans

12:1-2)

A very ssimpleanalysisof thisbe-
seeching showsthat if everything God
has taught us in chapters 1-11 is ef-
fectually working within us, then the
first thing that should make it evident
that we are ready for our sonship edi-
ficationisour state of mind. Our minds
should beawe-struck at thispoint. That

is, we should be overwhelmed, so to
speak, by the knowledge of all of “the
mercies of God” unto us. As“theves-
selsof mercy” that we are, whom God
“had afore prepared unto glory,” we
should be so impressed and so thrilled
by what God’ s mercies have done for
us that we cannot contain ourselves.
They should be compelling us to re-
spond.

In particular God’smercy in giv-
ing us our sanctified position “in
Christ,” (with its ability to ‘live unto
God' and with its sonship glory and
grandeur), ought to fill us with great
enthusiasm and ambition for getting
our sonship edification and our sonship
lives underway. For by the time we
arrive here at Romans 12 we should

... it is only when
we can intelligently
present ourselves
as described, that
we are truly ready
to go on.

clearly ‘see’ ourselvesinour “bodies’
to be exactly what Paul says—i.e. “a
living sacrifice” and knowledgeable
“sons,” who know that we have been
enabled to ‘live unto God' and have
been enabled to ‘serve’ Him as His
“sons.”

Indeed this is exactly how we
should see ourselvesat this point. And
thisiswhat our Father is now specifi-
cally using as the checkpoint to deter-
minewhether or not wearefully ready
to get our sonship edification under-
way.

Hence as we are beseeched to
present ourselves to God, we should
ask ourselvesthefollowing questions:
Do we truly know what it means for
usto be“aliving sacrifice” ? Fromwhat
we have been taught up until this point,
do we clearly understand and appreci-

ate that this is what we are? And do
weclearly know what our sonship “ ser-
vice” to our Father amountsto? Do we
have the appropriate measure of com-
mitment, or dedication, to it that we
need to have? Do we understand what
isinvolved in the work of edification,
and what itsobjectiveis?And also, do
we havethefull measure of confidence
that we need to have in the effectud
working of what we are going to be
taught, so that wewill completely rely
upon it come what may?

In view of how we are expected
to present ourselves to God at this
point, itisonly natural that these ques-
tions should arise in our minds, and
that they should function as asonship
checkpoint for us.

Submitting to The Checkpoint

We should be able to answer
“yes’ to each of these questionsat this
point in Romans, if we are genuinely
ready to go on. For the ability to do so
comes from knowing what God has
previously taught us.

For example, as we were taught
in Romans 6:1-8:13, we have ‘died
with Christ and have been resurrected
with Him' by being baptized by the
Spirit of God “into Jesus Christ” and
are thereby personally identified with
Hisdeath, buria, and resurrection. And
with this being so, we have now been
enabled to ‘live unto God,” no longer
needing to serve sin and
unrighteousness. For we are no longer
‘alive unto sin and dead unto God,’ as
we used to be by nature. But now hav-
ing believed “the gospel of Christ” and
being justified unto eternal life and
sanctified unto functional life, we are
‘dead unto sinand aliveunto God’ “in
Christ.”

Wherefore we are indeed “aliv-
ing sacrifice” in Christ. And as such
we can now bring forth “fruit unto ho-
liness' in the details of our lives by
‘walking after the Spirit,” just as Ro-
mans 6:1-8:13 has taught us. The
members of our bodies are now able
to be “instruments of righteousness.”
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Therefore when we doctrinally
arrive at Romans 12:1-2, we should
aready clearly understand and appre-
ciate that we are “aliving sacrifice.”
And so asPaul beseechesusto present
our “bodies’ unto God as such, dedi-
cating ourselves to living in accor-
dance with our fundamental sanctifi-
cation “in Christ,” we should be able
tointelligently do so.

Likewise we should also clearly
understand and appreciate the sonship
aspect of our sanctification“in Christ.”
And this should enable us to intelli-
gently present ourselves to God as
“holy” and “acceptable”; and as ones
who know what our sonship “service’
amountsto.

For asweweretaught in Romans
8:14-15, we have been given “the
adoption of sons.” And as such God
has taken us unto Himself to be per-
sonally educated by Him in prepara-
tion for our vocation in His business.
Alongwiththis, and in preparation for
receiving our sonship education, in
Romans 8:16-39 and then in chapters
9-11 God has fully ‘intelligized’ us,
so to speak, asHis“sons.” That is, He
has equipped uswith all of the virtues
that we as “sons’ need to possess be-
fore embarking upon the work of re-
ceiving our sonship edification, and
before actually engaging in the work
of serving with our Father in the
present aspects of His business.

These sonship virtues include
such things as having the proper holy
and godly viewpoint and perspective
on what is presently going in our
Father’s business, and what our role
and vocation in it is. Along with this
we should possessthevirtue of highly
prizing theintimacy of therelationship
that we now have with our Father, so
that as part of our “crying, Abba, Fa-
ther,” wecherish it and make use of it,
especialy through the fellowship of
sonship prayer.

Moreover, by thetimewe arrive
at Romans 12 we should also be pos-
sessors of the sonship virtue that fully

realizes the measure of commitment,
or dedication, that isrequired from us
in order to receive, and succeed with,
our sonship edification. Likewise we
should understand what the overall
work of sonship edification involves,
what the blueprint/curriculum for our
godly edifying looks like; what the
stagesof construction are; and what the
purpose for the building is, both for
now and for when this present dispen-
sation is concluded.

Furthermore from what we have
been taught about the blueprint/cur-
riculum for our edification, we should
possess the virtue of being instilled
with absolute confidence in its power
to effectually work within us unto ful-
filling the objective of our sonship
lives.

Now knowing all of these things
provides us with the ability to intelli-
gently present ourselvesto our Father
as ones who are ready and zealous to
begin the life-transforming work of
‘not being conformed to this world’
any longer, but rather being ‘trans-
formed by the renewing of our minds
by means of our sonship edification;
and thereby ‘ proving what isthat good,
and acceptable, and perfect will of
God!’

Clearing The Checkpoint?

Obviously Romans 12:1-2 is a
very important sonship checkpoint for
us. And it behoovesusto not only give
heed to it, but to do so honestly; let-
ting it effectually evaluate our readi-
ness to go on, and then responding
honestly to its evaluation.

Whereforewhenwearriveat this
sonship checkpoint, if we cannot hon-
estly present ourselves to our Father
as is described; if we do not clearly
understand and appreciate what we are
doing as“sons’ whenit comesto ‘pre-
senting our bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God'; and if we
do not clearly recognize that in view
of being “sons” doing thisis our only
“reasonableservice”; if wedo not pos-
sess the measure of commitment that

is required from us to deal with our
sonship curriculum and to thereby ac-
tually bring about the renewing of our
minds; and if we do not have full con-
fidence in the effectual working of
what we are going to be taught; then
the truth of the matter is that we are
not ready to go on. We are not truly
ready to begin our sonship edification.
Rather weare actually ill-prepared for
what itinvolves. Welack the adequate
preparationfor it, along with the proper
measure of commitment to it, as well
as full confidence in it. And we lack
these things not having sufficiently
benefited from the effectual working
of what we have been given to learn
particularly in Romans 6-8, and most
especially in 8:14-39.

If thisshould bethe casewith you,
then instead of beseeching you to go
on, in essence this sonship checkpoint
beseeches you to go back. To go back
especially into the doctrine of your
sanctified position“in Christ,” and into
the doctrine of your sonship status, and
into the doctrines that are designed to
giveyou your essential sonship virtues
and to fully produce your sonship es-
tablishment; so that you can learn what
you havenot yet fully learned. For just
as with any building project, work on
the actual edifice cannot begin, or
should not begin, until the foundation
for it hasbeen properly and sufficiently
laid. And the foundation for our
sonship edification is our sonship es-
tablishment, which is what the effec-
tual working of Romans 1-11 produces
within us.

Another Consideration
Moreover the very nature of our
sonship edification demands that we
be fully prepared before we begin it.
For our sonship edification isnot sm-
ply theissue of uslearning abunch of
Bible data. It is not the issue of us
learning Biblical facts and figures. It
is not the issue of us learning a sys-
tematic theology, or aseries of topical
doctrines, or any other such thing.

Instead our sonship edificationis
much more, and much greater, than any
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Write for a catalogue with a complete listing
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Enjoy The Bible Ministries

P.O. Box 1586
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or visit www.EnjoyTheBible.org

Bible Study
Resources

VIDEO & AUDIO

We have acquired thetechnology to convert our ma-

% terials to DVD and CD, and the process is under-
way. As items in DVD and CD become available,
we will keep you posted

The Adoption Of Sons (A Primer to Sonship)
Being treated by God as adult sons is a great privilege of God's grace
that we enjoy in this dispensation of grace. This series servesasaprimer
on this wonderful doctrine. 3 hour study

VIABOTAPE. ...ttt $7USS$ICAN

Basic Bible Comprehension

A conciseyet thorough examination of what it meansto berightly divid-
ing the word of truth so that the Bible is properly handled. Failure to
understand and employ this basic command that God gave through the
Apostle Paul is the main reason for so much unsound Bible teaching.
The distinctive ministry and message of the Apostle Paul, which is the
reason why the Bible must be rightly divided, is examined in this se-
ries.12 hour study

VidEO tAPE.......viicececietete ettt $15US $20CAN
AUAIO TAPE. ... $15US $20CAN

The Battle On The Cross

This 8 hour study examines the strategic confrontation that took place
on the cross between our Lord and the Adversary. 8 hour study

VidEO tAPE.......cviicececeerete et $13US $18CAN

The Benefits Of Understanding Israel's Program
Even though welivein the dispensation of God' sgrace and Isragl’ s pro-
gram istemporarily suspended, God has designed for usto benefit from
understanding His program with Israel. This series surveys those ben-
efits. 3 hour study

VIdEO tAPE........cieiececreteieiee ettt $7US $9CAN

The Bible: The Preserved Word Of God

God' s word has aways been subjected to the attacks of the Adversary.
These attacks have taken many forms, but the principal aim has aways
been to produce doubt in the mind of the one hearing God’ sword and to
cause the question to be asked, “ Yea, hath God said?’ This course exam-
ines the issues pertaining to the Divine preservation of the Bible so that
aknowledgeabl e and confident response can be madeto such attacks. 22
hour study

VidEOtAPE. ..ot $36US $44CAN

Biblical Earth Science And Astronomy

This 10-hour study examines the fundamentals of what God says about
the heavens and earth He has created. 10 hour study

VidEOtAPE. ...ttt $18US $23CAN

Counterfeiting The Power Of God

Counterfeiting the power of God has always been part of Satan’ stactics,
and this is especialy true in this dispensation of grace. This seriesisa
brief introduction to what the Apostle Paul teaches us on this matter,
with special emphasis placed upon the counterfeiting of spiritual gifts. 3
hour study

VidEO tAPE.....c.eecviecic et $7US $9CAN

of these things that often masquerade as edification, or try
to pass themselves off for it. For our sonship edificationis
theissue of “godly edifying.” It istheissue of usbeing led
by the Spirit of God through a carefully planned and con-
structed curriculum that was personally developed by our
Father for us, and that has been specifically designed by
Him to actually renew our minds with the very same kind
of information and thinking capacity that operates in His
mind, so that we ourselves can think like He does, livelike
He does, and can labour with Him in the operations of His
business.

Such is the unique nature of our sonship edification.
And because of this we must be adequately prepared by
our Father for what it entails, and we must be dedicated to
engaging in the work necessary to accomplishit. Whichis
exactly what the sonship checkpoint of Romans 12:1-2
checks to make sureistrue of us before we begin.

The First of Many

Aswas noted at the outset, Romans 12:1-2 isonly the
first of many sonship checkpointsfor us. Weencounter oth-
ers at strategic places throughout the entire course of our
sonship edification as we progress from Romans 12 on. In
fact, we encounter another major one beforewe even leave
Romans.

All of the sonship checkpoints areindeed integral and
important elements within our sonship curriculum. And as
they scrutinize our fitness to go on, they do thisin a way
that makesit very personal, which isexactly what we should
expect from our Father. For this reason we should not treat
them lightly when we encounter them, or worse yet refuse
to respond honestly to them. Rather in truth we should de-
sire them, and look forward to their evaluation of us. For
their effectual working islovingly designed by our Father
to makeit so that we do not miss out on any of the benefits
of our sonship edification. — K. R. Blades

Enjoy The Bible Ministries is managed by a few volunteers, who not only work their own jobs but who also give
of their free time to look after the website, fill orders, respond to email, and the like. This means that there are
times when we may not be available or are not able to respond to matters as quickly as we would like. Therefore
if you contact us, please understand that there may be a delay in responding to you.
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“rightly dividing the word of truth” 11 Timothy 2:15

Enjoy The Bible Ministriesis an independent non-profit Bible Study organization, to assist in the “godly edifying” of your soul through “sound

doctrine.” Thereis no shortage of Bible teaching in the world, but sound Bible doctrine which “rightly divides the word of truth” in accordance
with the revelation of the “mystery of Christ” given to the Apostle Paul is not that common. “Rightly dividing the word of truth” is the founda
tion upon which we stand, and teaching it to the fulfillment of God’s design for your edification is what we are interested in. As a Bible Study

organization we use avariety of means and ministries to help Christians understand and enjoy the Bible.
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BOOKSAND BOOKLETS -

Satan and His Plan of Evil

Softcover « Scripture Index

1-4 copies.............. $15.00US $18.00CAN

5-9 copies............... $13.50US $16.00CAN

10+ copies............... $12.00US $14.50CAN
==

The Gospel of God’'s Grace
Makeit Clear! Makeit Plain!
40 pages * Softcover
1-9 copies......... $3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies......... $2.00US $3.00CAN
e
Have you ever wondered what
Heaven isLike?

40 pages ¢ Softcover
1-9 copies......... $3.00US $4.00CAN

10+ copies......... $2.00US $3.00CAN
e

AVery Simple Survey of
THE BIBLE: Volumel
40 pages * Softcover

GENESIS: Volumell

56 pages * Softcover
1-9 copies......... $3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies......... $2.00US $3.00CAN

] GOSPEL TRACTS | ]

Enjoy The Bible Ministries Gospel Tracts

Designed to Assist You In Your
Ambassadorship For Christ

2 This 40 page booklet was written to as-
sist you in using our 20 Gospel Tracts,
explaining the 7 major volition testing
pointsin “the gospel of Christ.”

1-9COPIES ....oeeeeeeeeeee e $3.00US$4.00CAN each
10+ COPIES ..ot $2.00US$3.00CAN each

Gospel Tracts

Our tracts are true and faithful to “the gospel of
Chrigt” to us in this present dispensation. They are
clear and plain regarding the issue of justification in
God's sight being by grace through faith without
works! (20 different tracts to choose from.)

Each title sold separately in packsof 25 ............. $2.50 per pack
OR we can provide a sample pack of all 20 titles for $2.00.




